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Acrs xx. 24. 


Bur NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME; NEITHER Coul't I 
MY LIFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF, SO THAT I MIGHT FINISH 
MY COURSE WITH JOY, AND THE MINISTRY WHICH I HAVE 
RECEIVED OF THE LoRp JESUS, TO TESTIFY THE GOSPEL. 

or TUE GRACE or Go, | 


E read in the verſe; immediately preceding the text, 
that St. Paul, being on his journey to Jeruſalem, from 
Miletus tent to Ephetus, and called the Elders of the 
Church together to give them his ſpecial directions for their 


behaviour in the care of it: and, in order more particularly to 
gain their attention, he recapitulates his own conduct, of which 
they had been in part witneſſes, repreſenting the dangers which 
hc had hitherto ſurmounted, as well as thoſe which he knew by 
the Holy Spirit were {till awaiting him, and concludes with that 
noble determination to ſubmit to them, which I have ſelected for 
the ſubject of our preſent meditations. [a] But none of theſe 
things move me; neither count I my life dear unte myſelf, fo that I 


og of | [a] Ads xx, 24. 
2 might 


— 


TT 6.1 


might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſiry which I have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to igſtiſy the Goſpel of the Grace of 


To do juſtice to the Zeal of this Champion for our Religion, 
J ſhall attempt very briefly, in my enſuing diſcourſe, to con- 
fider him in the reſpective ſtations of a Chriſtian, an Apoſtle, 
and a Martyr for his faith ; and with the moſt humble ditfidence 
of my own opinion, and reſpect for the judgment of this audience, 
beg leave to recommend him in each of theſe characters, as a 
ſhining example to his Succeflors in the Church. 


In delineating the lives of great men, we are too often. put to 
difficulties to find out their real diſpoſitions, either through the 
envy of thoſe who have been witneſſes to their actions, or the 
miſrepreſcntations of thoſe who have related them: but on this 
occaſion we have the moſt authentick hiſtory of our Apoſtle's 
miraculous Converſion, and indefatigable labours in the miniſtry, 
from the pen of an inſpired writer, confirmed by his own re- 
cords. And that he died in defence of thoſe doctrines which he 
kad propagated with a conftancy almoſt unparalleled, the uncon— 
troverted hiſtory of the firſt ages of Chriſtianity abundantly 
allures us. 


If we conſider St. Paul under the common appellation of a 
Chriſtian only, what encounter can be more truly honourable 
than that in which the Goſpel requires us to contend? For truth 
againſt error; for virtue againſt vice; for rational piety againſt 
ſuperſtition. This is that war in which every Chriſtian is liſted 

| at 


r Gt ee 


* 
at his baptiſm; this the cauſe which our Saviour calls us to en- 


gage in, and, if it be the will of God, even to die for: and I need 


not ſay how admirable a cauſe it is, how becoming a wiſe and 
good man to ſupport, and to perſevere in with all ſtedfaſtneſs. 


If we look to the precepts of our faith, what clear and ſublime 
truths may we behold in them, which no other religion cver 
contained ; nor could any beſides God have taught to mankind : 
and by theſe our underſtandings are improved to an height 
beyond what any ſyſtem of Philoſophy ever did or could have 


raiſed them to. 


Nor are the practical parts of our duty lefs calculated to im- 
prove our piety, than its revelations to illuminate our under— 
ſtandings. Here we may find virtue ſet forth in its utmoſt per- 
fection; ſuch reſtraints laid upon our paſſions, as had never been 
thought of before; ſuch advances made in every part of our be- 
haviour, as became that religion, which the ſon of God was. 


himſelf pleaſed to preach to the world. And, to engage us the. 
more to embrace theſe truths and purſue this piety, we have ſuch 
precious promiſes of a ſupernatural aſſiſtance to co-operate with 


our endeavours here, and of an eternal reward to crown ns here- 
after, as may ſuffice to encourage us not only to eſpouſe this 
cauſe, but to go on triumphantly againſt all oppoſition in the 


defence of it. 


This was that conflict to which St. Paul ſo frequently alludes 


11 his writings : and with what courage and reſolution he be- 
haved 
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161 
Hhaved himſelf in it, the account which the Holy Scriptures give 
both of his actions and ſufferings ſufficiently informs us. 


But we muſt not ſtop in theſe general conſiderations: St. Paul 
was not only a Chriſtian, but an Apoſtle; an Apo/tle, [5] not of 
man, neither by man, but of God, by the ſpecial mies and mi- 
raculous call of Jeſus Chriſt. 


How excellent this office in itſelf was, we cannot doubt, if 
what I before ſaid concerning our religion be true. For if that 
be the beſt and moſt divine inſtitution which was ever delivered 
to mankind, then certainly it muſt needs have been a moſt 
honourable office to be employed by God as his immediate 
Miniſter in the publiſhing of it; to have been taught this re- 
tigion by the Son of God; and to have been endued with ex- 


_ traordinary gifts and powers of the Holy Spirit for the better 


inſtruction of others in it. And what noble help did it pleaſe 
God to beſtow upon his Apoſtles for the fulfilling of this great 
truſt! a clear illumination and a compleat knowledge of all the 
myſteries of the Goſpel; ſuch an infallibility of doctrine as not 
only ſecured them from all actual error, but from all poſſibility 


of miſtake in what they were to preach; ſuch a firmneſs of 
mind; ſuch a divine wiſdom and prudence in their conduct, as 


their enemies knew not how either to withſtand, or gainſay; to 
which may be added, ſuch a ſupernatural power to w ork mira- 
cles as put their authority beyond all doubt ! 


[] Gal. i. 1. 


This 
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This was their office; and theſe their credentials, in the diſ- 
charge of it: and how ſucceſsfully our Apoſtle fulfilled this part 
of his character I ſhall not need to ſay. They all engaged with 
vigour, but he laboured in it more abundantly. He preached to 
the greater part of the then known countries of the world 
from Jeruſalem to. Ilyricum, to Rome, nay and even beyond ü 
Rome to Spain, and ſome authors affirm. to [e] Britain itſelf, He 1 
went on triumphantly, and where-ever he came he conquered, 


and by the force of his reaſoning, and conviction of his argu- 
ments, compelled the religion, or rather, the idolatry of the 
Gentiles, to give way to the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


How much he ventured, and how greatly he ſuffered in the 
diſcharge of his duty, both as a Chriſtian and as an Apoſtle, the 
laſt circumſtance under which J propoſed to conſider this holy 

Man, that of a Martyr to Chriſt, brings me to obſerve. And 

indeed the very ſtate of the world in thoſe days may ſufficiently 
ſpeak it to us, when both Jews and Gentiles conſpired to oppoſe 
the doctrines which he preached,. and to perſecute thoſe who 
were employed in the publication of them. But yet ſuppoſing 
our religion to be not only true but of divine original, even this: 


muſt be accounted an honourable employment for a good man 
to be engaged in. To ſuffer for the truth, is of itſelf one of the 


moſt noble trials that any one can be expoſed to; but when the 
religion which a man ſuffers for is not only true, but of divine 
authority; when the Miniſter is immediately both inſtructed by 
God, and commiſſioned to declare what he has revealed to him; 
to ſuffer upon ſuch an account, is ſo far from being a reproach, 
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| e Sullingfleer's Orig. Britannicæ. 


E that. 


| that in bur Apoſtle's own language [4] it is the gift of God: ſuch 


a peculiar mark of his favour, as whilſt it the more conforms us 
to the example of Chriſt, muſt alſo render us more acceptable 
to him; and more reſpectable in the efteem of all good men. 
And in this part of St. Paul's character his behaviour was truly 

| glorious. His life was an ornament to his profeflion, and his 
'H profeſſion caſt a luſtre upon his life. He feared no dangers, he 
4 declined no hazards in the diſcharge of his miniſtry. It is indeed 

| an aſtonithing account which himſelf gives of his own ſufferings 
if in this warfare, when he recounts what [e] labours he * 
| | what Aeripes he had born, what priſons he had been confined in, ; 
1 and I had almoſt ſaid how many deaths he had ſuſtained: for 
1 even in this ſenſe the expreſſion of “his dying daily“ [/ ] may be 
'f underſtood almoſt without a metaphor. 


Theſe were ſome of this Holy Man's encounters : through 
10 theſe dangers he went on in his vocation both as a Chriſtian and 
as an A poſtle, g] ſroubled on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed; perplexed, 
Gut nat in deſpair; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, but not 
deflroyed : always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jeſus, that the life alſo of Feſus might be made manifeſt in his body. 
And in the place now before us, while he was giving his charge 
to the Elders of the church of Epheſus, he expreſſes to them 
his fixed reſolution of going to Jeruſalam, without the leaſt ap- 
prehenſion of what might befall him there; ſave only, to uſe his 
own expreſſions, that ] the Holy Ghoſt witneſſed in every city 
that bonds and aſlictions abided him; but none, ſays he, af theſe things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unta myſelf ſo that I might fiſh 
| 11 Epbeſ. u. $.. ET; «Cor; xi. 23. [/I 1 Cor. xv. 31. 


[c] 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9y- 10. L] AQts xx. 23, 24- | 
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my courſe » with joy, and the minifiry which I have received of the 
Lord Yeſus, to teftify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. And the 
event of his hiſtory ſufficiently ſhews, how firmly he adhered to 
this reſolution. For if we conſider him as a Chriſtian only, who 
ever more conſtantly teſtified the Goſpel, or lived more conform- 
ably to the rules of it than he? who ever better underſtood, was. 
more zealous in the maintaining of it, or more evidently ſhewed. 
the power of religion, where. it is ſincerely embraced, to [i] cleanſe 
the believer from all filthineſs of fleſh and. ſpirit, per fecting holineſs in 
the fear of God? So careful was he to act ſuitably to his profeſ— 
ſton in the firſt and loweſt capacity of a diſciple of Chriſt. | 


If we regard him as an Apoſtle, he not only teſtified this 
Goſpel of the Grace of God himſelf, but delivered it to others 
in the ſame purity in which he had received it: Nor would he: 
endure that any one ſhould teach or do. any thing, which might 
in the leaſt tend to the corruption of it | 


If we look into the many Epiſtles which he wrote to- the- 
Churches of Chriſt,, to inſtruct ſome; to. reprove others; to 
direct all; with: what care doth he. every where ſet forth the 
pure doctrine of the Goſpel, and guard it againſt all miſtakes 
which either ignorant or prejudiced perſons might be likely to 
run into concerning it?. And as for his afliduity in that great 
office to which he was called; his labours, his diligence, his ſuf- 
ferings ſpeak it to us. He went on without intermiſſion in the 
diſcharge of his miniſtry, and was not by any dangers to be diſ- 
couraged from purſuing the work of it. 


[i] 2 Cor. vii. 1. 


B 2 | Thus 
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Thus he every way both teſtified the Goſpel of the Grace of 

God himſelf and taught others to do likewiſe. And when it 
pleaſed God, as it often did pleaſe him, to call him to witneſs a 
good confeſſion betore Kings and Rulers, the Judges and Magiſtrates 
of the Earth; he neither waved in nor ſhrunk from it; he ac- 
knowledged his faith readily, be pleaded for it, he almoſt per- 
ſuaded his very adverſaries to be of the ſame opinion with him- 
ſelf concerning it. Neither the malice of the Jews nor the 
madneſs of the Gentiles old ſtagger his conſtancy; he de- 
ſpiſed their threatnings, their priſons, their perſecutions; and de- 
fended his religion in defiance of them all, both in Jeruſalem 
and at Rome, before the Jewiſh Council and the Roman Prefects; 
nay in the court of the Emperor himſelf, and to his very face, 
he gloried in his commiſſion, and at laſt ſealed it with his 

pio 


Let the ſpirit then of this great man dwell in us; let ſus 
conſider ourſelves to be ſet, as he was, for the teſtimony of the 
Goſpel of the Grace of God, and whatever our calling or profeſ- 

ſion be, whatever talents we have received, or opportunities we 
enjoy, let us be careful to do the utmoſt we can to promote his 
glory, and the advancement of his religion in the world. In the 
words of our Apoſtle, [&] having gifts differing according to the. 
grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophecy, ac- 
cording to the proportion of faith; or miniſtry, let us wait on our 
min ring; ; or he that teac hetb, on teaching ; or he that exhorteth, 
on exhortation. | 


[4] Rom. xij. 6, 7, 8. 
Let 


1 131 
Let thoſe 280 f 0 us Who are initiated into the ſubordinate 
offices of the Church, conſider the injunction laid upon them to 


give attendance to reading, to inſtruction, to doctrine; and let ſuch 
as are advanced to be ſucceſſors to the Apoſtles, and are appointed 


to be rulers over it, remember the advice of St. Paul to Timothy, 


who was conſecrated to the ſame ſacred employment, to [/] re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering, and to [m] ſtir up the 
Grace of God which is in them by the impoſition of hands, 


7} If it be objected, that the fame illumination is not now to be 
expected by them which was beſtowed on the Apoſtles at the 
firſt propagation of our faith; let me add too, that if their aſ- 


ſiſtances are leſs, their difficulties are diminiſhed in the ſame prox 


portion. It was a principal commendation of St. Paul, that he 
perſevered in preaching the Goſpel even in the Imperial City, 
although the powers of government were combined againſt him: 
it is the peculiar felicity of our times, that we are hurt by no 
perſecutions ; that Chriſtianity. is the eſtabliſhed religion of our 
country; and that it is not only guarded by our civil conſtitu- 
tion, but protected by our moſt excellent Monarch, who is by ins 
clination as well as title a Defender of its Faith. 


As the religion which St. Paul eſtabliſhed was to put an end 
to the Jewiſh ceconomy, the Chief Prieſts, the Scribes, and Pha- 
riſees, and the Doctors of the Law who ſubſiſted by it, were ſure 
to oppoſe him where- ever he appeared: the reſtleſs inheritors of 
their diſpoſitions have from time to time tried every art, which 


LI 2 Tim. iv. 2. [u] 2 Tim. i. 6, 
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inſidelity could fupply, or raillery ſuggeſt, to engage us in the 

fame competition; and the event has ſufficiently ſhetn, that our 
cauſe has gained ſtrength from every conteſt; nor have we occa- 
ſion to be affaid of any future adverſary, whilſt our church con- 
tinues, as at preſent, under the influence of guardians, who are 
equally enabled by their abilities to defend, and by their examples 
to ſupport it in the world: and if I may be allowed to augurate 
from long experience, the addition which is this day made to 

their number, will add — to it in each of theſe particulars. 


It was our Apoſtle's taſk, not only to root out the Gentile 
ſuperſtitions, but to introduce a new doctrine, hard to be re- 
ceived, and at that time difficult to be comprehended : It may 
perhaps be the lot of his ſucceſſors to combat the prejudices of 
vicious men; but I believe the tenets of our religion were never 
better underſtood, or had, I fear, leſs influence on our practice 
khan! in theſe days. | 


It fell to-St. Paul's ſhare, beſides his contentions with falfe 
Brethren, to engage with untutored Chriſtians who did not ſuf- 
ficiently underſtand the myſteries of their faith; and in a point 
of no ſmall conſequence to differ in opinion even with a] St. Peter 
himſelf: in this the complexion of our times appears to bear ſome 
affinity to thoſe of the Apoſtle ; our opponents may ariſe out of 
our own houſehold, and we may be called upon to defend the pro- 
pricty of that teſt, which our Church has ſo long required of 
her Miniſters, as the terms of their admiſſion into her fervice. 


D* Gal. ii. 11. 


But 
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But whatever is the faſhion of the age we live in; whether 


a love of diſputation, a thirſt after novelty, or the palliating a 


wicked life by undermining the foundations of all religion, ſhall 
be its prevailing principle, let us endeavour by ſound learning 
and an orthodox faith to ſilence the cavils of unreaſonable men : 
and as we read, that in building the walls of Jeruſalem [o] every 
man with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other 
hand held a weapon; ſo let it be our care, whilſt we are peaceably 
proſecuting the duties of our functions, not to neglect to fortify 
ourſelves with ſuch armour, as will enable us to ſtand in the 
day of trial. | | ” 


Let then the world take its courſe; let it think and ſpeak of 


us as it pleaſeth ; it is the natural reſult of it's own corruption, 


for p] out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh : but if 


our lives are as innocent as our profeſſion 1s excellent, we may 
truſt to the native goodneſs of our cauſe, nor fear the attacks 
cither of open enemies or diſguſted friends; but, having the 
example of St. Paul to direct us in every ſtation, may Join with 
one heart in the words of our Liturgy, in beſeeching Almighty 
God, that his [q] Church being always preſerved from falſe 
Apoſtles may be ordered and guided by faithful and true paſtors, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


[e] Nehemiah iv. 17. [p] Matt, xii. 34. [7] Coll. for St. Matthias, 
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